CHAP iv            MULHAR ROW GUIKOWAR                   <>1

No settlement between the governments of Baroda and
Poonah had taken place since the accession of Gowmd Row
On the suppression of the rebellion of Aba Sheelokur, the GUJ-
kowar agreed to hold Ahmedabad in farm from the Peshwah,
including the tribute of Kateewar, with the districts of Pitlad,
Napar, Choora-Ranpoor, Dhundhooka, and Gogo, and some
rights in Cambay By the treaty of Bassem, however, the
districts of Ranpoor, Gogo, and Dhundhooka, and the Pesh-
wah's rights in Cambay, were ceded to the British government
A lease of the remainder was granted by the Poonah govern-
ment to the Guikowar for ten years, from June, 1804 But
on the expiration of this term, the proposed renewal of the
lease was positively rejected by the Peshwah, who had now
become anxious to increase his political influence in Goozerat
and Trimbukjee Daingha,1 in 1815, having obtained the
appointment of Sm-Soubahdar, took possession of the districts
in that province in the Peshwah's name, and began to use the
influence thus obtained in intriguing against the British power
By the treaty of Poonah, in 1817, the Peshwah, however,
bound himself to disavow this turbulent chieftain , he relin-
quished at the same time all future demands on the Giukowai,

1 [Trimbalqi Denglm was originally tkj&aud or confidential messenger
of the last Feshwa About 1812 he became the dim domnte of that
Prince, and the leader of the low favourites who surrounded Bajirao
in the court at Poona, encouraging him in the vices and the anti British
policy which led to his overthrow Trimbak]! was made Sarsubha of
Ahmadabad in 1814, and soon became notorious for his cruelty At
the same tune he began intriguing with the Baroda Darbar against the
English, TTm crimes reached a head when he hired bravoes to murder,
in the open street at Pandharpur, Gangadhar Sastri, the Gaikwar's envoy
to the Peshwa's court, whose safety had been guaranteed hy the British
Government For this the Peshwa was forced to surrender Tnmbak]!,
who was confined in the Thana Jail In 1816, however, he escaped in
a romantic fashion with the aid of a syce or groom, and fled to the
Dekhan hills, where he soon commenced a guenlla warfare with the
Peshwa's connivance This was ended by the treaty of Poona in 1817
He took a prominent part in the last Maratha war, notably at the battle
of Koregaon, and after the Peshwa's surrender in 1818, was hunted down
in Khandesh and sent a prisoner to Bengal Some account o! this
picturesque scoundrel will be found in that brilliant but forgotten novel
P&ndurang Hart, by W B Hookley, which contains perhaps the best
sketch ever written of contemporary life in the Dekharu]
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